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“The beantiful spring came, and when Nature resumes her loveliness, the humaw
soul is apt to revive also.” Harriet Ann Jacobs

Fostering Connections’ Newsletter, April 2025 edition
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Thank you for all your photos and
messages ow the Village; more of those to
come Later in this newsletter,

1 feel the long winter has maole us wore
apprectative of the warmer weather anol
the chance to go outside and have fun
and create new memories.

It certainly seems so from the wonderful
things you are sharing with us,
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page.




"I+ is spring again. The earth is like a child +that knows poems by heart.”
Rainer Maria Rilke

Our elephant project for our foster
children.

Our children loved their elephant project
parcels, celebrating fostering Toto.

M drew this amazing picture of Toto, who
we fostered at the beginning of this year.
Thank you sending this to us, Sam

An update from The Sheldrick Trust
about Toto

Our little herd of orphaned elephants are
doing well. Toto is growing up. He is still
very gentle, but he’s learning a lot from
both Mwinzi and Natibu. Toto is the kind
of elephant who is confident enough to
walk off and browse alone for a few
hours, still within sight of the Keepers, of
course, before returning to the herd.

He is also very patient when it comes to
feeding. Unlike Natibu, who races to every
milk feed, Toto never rushes. He
understands that his turn will come.

Toto continues to dote upon Korbessa,
whom he treats like a little sister.
Korbessa looks out for him too. Natibu, on
the other hand, is always trying to

catch Toto off guard, but Toto is clever. He
waits for the right moment to stand his
ground, and when he does, he wins. For
now, Natibu is like a small boy compared
to him.
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Korbessa is a very nice and smart girl. She
is under the protection of the boys, and
she knows it; she acts like the boss lady!
She is the smallest elephant of the four,
but she is the one who usually leads the
others, whether they’re heading out into
the bush or returning home.

While some elephants settle down to
sleep right away, Korbessa takes a long
time to wind down. She loves to peek
through the small window we’ve made in
her and Toto’s shared stable wall —
sometimes, just to see her friend, but
usually to try to steal his food! She is
always playful and full of tricks.

Natibu found Korbessa on her own, away
from Toto and Mwinzi. He jumped on her,
which caused Korbessa to cry

out. Toto came running to rescue her, and
a fight broke out between him and
Natibu. The Keepers had to separate the
boys. Toto was furious with Natibu and
was not about to back down.

The next morning, when Toto came out of
the stable and saw Natibu, he
remembered their fight from the day prior
and decided he wasn’t ready to forgive
and forget. He gave Natibu a big push and
then continued pursuing him through the
bush. Mwinzi saw them fighting but didn’t
get involved; he was focused on staying
with Korbesa.

An original water colour by Angela
Sheldrick, from The Sheldrick Trust.
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rest and much more sleep.
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Book Corner g
This month’s book corner is

devoted to our pets and how they help us.
It was National Pet Day on the 11" April

and you shared your photos with us; more
of those later in this newsletter

For children ages 3 to 10 years

This book is about the joy of having and
loving pets and animals and how to care
for pets.

It introduces young readers to the world
of pets and teaches children how to take
good care of animals.

It shows young readers that no matter
what kind of pet they might have—a dog,
a cat, a bunny, a fish, a hamster, or any
other animal—all pets require lots of love
and care.

This book makes the point that the more a
child loves a pet, the more love the pet
will give back.

Ky

An old-fashioned book, but the right
message!

Pets play an important role as companions
and helpers in the lives of families around
the world. This book explores some of the
ways in which a pet helps children at
home and at school to develop social,
emotional, physical, cognitive and
language skills.

Nothing compares to the joy of coming
home to a loyal companion. The
unconditional love of a pet can do more
than keep you company. Pets can
decrease stress, improve heart health,
and help children with their emotional
and social skills.
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National Pet Day
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We all sent 26 photos of our beloved furry friends. From newborn foals to prize winning
horses.

We love our dogs... from the new puppies to our well cherished older canine friends.
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From the big to the small dogs, also... photos of guinea pigs and the friendly fox that visits.
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And then of course we have our cat lovers.
Dermot O’Leary who loves cats said, “Dogs are your children, whereas cats are your mates.”

Fiona fostered 7 kittens and their mummy cat last year and of course had to keep 2... it
would have been rude not to!

Thank you for sharing your treasured animals with us. As our director Tina commented,
“Splendid animals, splendid people”
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There is a new specialist online course available for you this month - Compassion Fatigue

If you are due to renew your first aid, please could you book a blended (online and face to
face) level three paediatric course that is suitable for you to attend.

Please either pay and we will reimburse you, or ask for the invoice to be sent

to nicole@fostering-connections.com.

Please let us know if you need help finding a suitable course.

NG


mailto:nicole@fostering-connections.com
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Fostering Connections sent you all some Easter eggs and you sent us the activities that you
got up to during the holidays.

Easter egg hunts, archery fun at Hunstanton, walking on water in bubbles at the swimming
pool, holidays, spring lamb cuddles, and childhood imagination at its best; no mobile phones
— just sticks and stones. Alison told us that the stones were magic and gave superpowers. Ill
have some of that, thank you.
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Our young people’s achievements and news

Well done S and your yellow team for winning the TT Rockstars Battle of the Bands, S.
We hope the Karaoke party was great fun!

We were so sorry to hear that you’ve broken your collarbone, D. We hope you are feeling
much better soon.

Hannah sent this amazing piece of artwork and prose that T created for his school’s Holy
Week Exhibition. Well done T.
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We are proud of you all...

If you would like to share any photos, milestones or achievements with us to put in our
newsletter, please either share on The Village WhatsApp, email us or let one of our social
workers know, when they or the team check in with you.



AGE-APPROPRIATE
CHORES FOR KIDS

2-3 YEARS

Throw away trash
Wipe up spills
Dust with a duster
Wipe baseboards
Place books on shelves
Put toys in bins
Collect dirty clothes
Put clothes in hamper
Fold napkins
Help clear the table
Water plants
Rinse fruits + veggies

8-9 YEARS

Load the dishwasher
Wipe off the table
Fold laundry
Hang laundry to dry
Wipe counters
Dust shelves
Put sheets on bed
Help plan meals
Help with meal prep
Rake leaves
Maintain bicycles
Sweep driveway

4-5 YEARS

Help dry dishes
Sort clean silverware
Set the table
Fold dish towels
Help load washer/dryer
Put away laundry
Match clean socks
Make the bed

Help pull weeds

10-11 YEARS

‘Wash own laundry
Prepare simple meals
Take bins to curb
Bring bins from curb
Wash mirrors
Organize mud room
Vacuum the car
Hand wash dishes
Mop floors
Vacuum
Put groceries away
Pack own lunch

6-7 YEARS

Wipe bathroom sinks
Sort laundry
Fold bath towels
Peel vegetables
Prepare small snacks
Help put away groceries
Take sheets off bed

12+ YEARS

Watch younger siblings
Supervise chores
Clean the bathroom
Iron clothes
Wash the car
Prepare full meals
Clean the garage
Paint walls
Paint the fence
Change lightbulbs
Mow the lawn
Help with home repairs




